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Alter -Realities

Designing towards
the Sympoiecene

Alastair Fuad-Luke

The Long Now Foundation, co-founded by Danny Hill, Stew-
art Brand and others in 1996, asks humanity to think ten thou-
sand years into the future to reflect on the direction(s) their
activitics should take and to develop the nbtl:ly to act on lons
term imef; This is quotidi i [l

blologlsts.,..‘," and butlsa
difficult msk for citizens, politicians and businesses who tend
to focus on near futures,

Yet, at the turn of the millennium when atmospheric chemist and
Nobelhumlc?aul(}utmnlndeoolopﬂﬁugcu&ocmam

d the ism “Anth " to describe a new geo-
bﬁalmvwehmmmmumcmmmt‘!heymd

ed in generating a “tum” well beyond geologi The
concept of the Anthrop mdlmm- d d heated
philosophical, on!olopcal cpslano!ogmlndldeobpmlde-
bates in the 1 v and humanities. By

2020, Franciszek Chwalczyk ndcnnﬁedom%dﬁcml ‘cenes™
(a term for a distinct geological epoch) vying for attention with
or contesting the Anthropocene.”
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‘A few decades ago wild horses roamed free in Abruzzo and agriculture was a thriving and predominant occu-
pation. Now big box stores, parking lots and gas stations are quickly taking place of pastures and cultivated

land, while modern-day agricultural standards threaten the of tr prod:

Nearby cities

lure the young, leaving the aging farming population without a generational change of guard. The region gained
a momentary spotlight on the world stage during the earthquake of LAquila in 2009 and shortly thereafter the
G8 summit, undergoing important changes within a very short time

Futurefarmers'

A strange horse rose up one summer solstice in the
farming and mountain lands of Abruzzo. From 24 June
to 04 July it journeyed between communities and vil-
lages attracting people, asking questions, harvesting
reactions and gathering stories. Amy Franceschini,
Stijn Schiffeleers and Lode Vranken of Futurefarm-
ers coltaborated with Pollinaria, a member of the
worldwide network of artists residences, Res Artis, in
bringing to life this nomadic intervention. This horse,
and its blackboard on the inner surface of the wheal,
became an interface for and dial

What emerged? Passion, freedom and tradition keeps
many farming but the young move away. Commu-
nal wheat harvests of the past done by hand, as all
the farmers helped each other, provided literal, gold-
en memories, and the magic of milk becoming cheese
persists. Yet, future projections revealed uncertainty
mixed with a certain village mayoral fervour to experi-
ment with emergent technologies. Perhaps the Horse's
presence affected those whose path it crossed by gift-
ing the small hope of imagining what could be, how

with farmars and the locals of all generations around
three loci -1 farm because?; Golden memory?; Future
projections? Along the way tangible objects (seeds,
local food) were also collected.

This is Not
a Trojan Horse.
Source: website,
Futurefarnmers

life can but differently... the performative,
ephemeral nature of This is Not A Trojan Horse affect-
ed those who experienced or were touched by it. It's
agency to bring people together to dialogue, to share
time, stories and more, is poignant. Especially so as it
revives what it means to come together. As the spec-
tre of loneliness haunts a generation of older farmers
in Europe, is it time to explore other social configura-
tions and designations that would endow the descrip-
tor “farmer™??

1 This is Not a Trojan Horse, http://www.futurcfarmers.com/

thisisnotatrojanhorse/

2 For a discussion on this topic sece the conversation between Any

Franceschini of Futurcfarmers and Fermando Garcia Dory of the collective

INLAND, pp137-148.
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PDB21 | Friday Colloquia

Post-normal design

> REPRODUZIR TODOS

Um conjunto de coloquios para baralhar, ativar e gerar diferenca, dando, em simultaneo,

visibilidade e voz a alter-realidades que encorajem a contestacao do status quo, inspirando modo...

Peripheral Perspectives |

Colloquium | Heterodoxies ...
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Peripheral Perspectives |
Colloquia Il - Caring for...

Porto Design Biennale

Peripheral Perspectives |

Colloquia lll - Narratives of...

Porto Design Biennale

Peripheral Perspectives |
Colloquia IV Animating...

Porto Design Biennale

566 visualizagoes *
Transmitido ha 4 meses

303 visualizagoes *
Transmitido ha 4 meses

248 visualizagodes *
Transmitido ha 4 meses

304 visualizagoes *
Transmitido ha 4 meses

Post—normal

e fers This book challenges normalised ways of designing
approaches within the current global neoliberal economic
towards plural i ) )
@ vorlds situation by proposing the concept pbstnormal
designasanexploratory attempt to confront the
2 damage and to rdrame both the discipline and
| the profession.

Alastair Fuad-Luke

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCLn_AAFiZ_ycuaF2k2iafid Fuaeluke, A. (edPostnormal DesignMatosinhos: esadidea



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLn_AAFiZ_ycuaF2k2CYc-g

Propositions:
| - Capitalocentric thinking
Il - Re-orientation

lIl - Materialising plural worlds



| T Capitalocentric thinking



Remembering our social relations within Nature (before the Great Separation)

The Great Piece of Turf, by Albrecht Durer, 15R8§ELJACk318Jkg at The Young HareybAlbrecht Durer, 1502NgGmZAZW17zfhw at Google
Google Cultural Institute, zoom level maximum, Public Domain, Cultural Institute maximum zoom level, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21792392 https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21792126




Marking the Great Separation between Human & Other-than-human life

the Great Industrial revolutions >

Separation First Second Third Fourth
1760 1850 1947 2011
1840 1914 2011 present

Agricultural revolutions

First Second Third Fourth Fifth
Neolithic Arabic European Colonial British Global
10000¢ 8500 BC 700 to 1200 AD 1500 to 1900 1700 to 1914 1915 to present

the Anthropoceneg when neolithic peoples became sedentary/oil economy/nuclear power?

Author: Alastair Fuatluke, 15.07.2021
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the Anthropocene; when neolithic peoples became sedentary/oil economy/nuclear power:

(suprematism) + Christian religious
power created new gegolitical eras

European colonial settlerism the Capitalocene >
the Plantationocene >

Author: Alastair Fuatluke, 15.07.2021



Capitalocene "a multispecies assemblage, a weedology
of capital, power and naturelason Moore, 2016

Plantationocene the devastating transformation of diverse
kinds of humartended farms, pastures, and forests into
extractive and enclosed plantations, relying on slave labor
and other forms of exploited, alienated, and usually spatially
transported labor, Haraway et al, 2015



Monocultures of the Capitalocene & Plantationocenel
a form of Ecocide and Terricide?

Stocks of soyabeans, Brazil. Source: Greenpeace.



